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	2.
UoW Credits
	60
	Level:
	M
	Status 

	C
	
	

	
	

	3.
Subject
	Business Management
	Type:
	Dissertation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
Pre-requisites

      Co-requisites
	Research Methods in Business

None

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
Aims/Learning Outcomes. 

This module is the culmination of the various MSc pathways in Business Management. It offers students the opportunity to develop their research skills and complete a substantive piece of work. 

On completion of the module, students will be able to: 

a) present a substantive piece of analytical work that integrates personal, vocational and theoretical perspectives
b) understand a range of issues of theory and practice relating to their chosen topic  (which for some students will be within a named pathway)
c)  implement research methods using appropriate tools and techniques 

d)  work independently on a large piece of work.

	

	6.
Catalogue Summary

Students will pursue independent study and research, culminating in a dissertation of between 15,000 and 20,000 words. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
Assessment Pattern

   A Dissertation of between 
   15,000-20,000 words
	Weight %

100
	Pass Req

Yes
	Comments



	
	

	8.
Indicative Tutorial Team
	The programme team.

	

	9.
Indicative Teaching Methods

Each student will have a supervisor appointed by the programme leader.


	10. Indicative Learning Activities

Tutorials

Student managed learning

Total:
	Hours

 10
590

500
	Comments




	11. Sample Assignments

Titles could include:

A critical exploration of the implementation of  Customer Relationship Marketing in the UK Retail Sector

An examination of the impact of the growth of the South East Asian economies upon patterns of world trade

Implementing the EFQM Excellence model in public and private sector organisations - a comparative analysis

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12. Indicative Outline Content

The dissertation is the ultimate stage of the MSc programme and is designed to offer opportunities for research into a specific topic chosen by the student in consultation with members of the tutorial team. The title and research area have to be approved by the programme team and by the external examiner. Dissertations must include either original fieldwork or an extensive and critical analysis relevant to the learning outcomes of the programme. Supervision of the dissertation is by means of tutorials, which will follow initial group seminars to discuss the nature, aims and outcomes of the dissertation module.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13. Indicative Reading

Hart, C. (2004). Doing your Masters Dissertation. London: Sage

Fisher. C. (2004) Researching and Writing a Dissertation for Business Students, Harlow, Pearson Education Ltd
Maney, A.S., Smallwood, R.L., & Brown, D. (Eds.) (1996). MHRA Style Book (5th ed.). Modern Humanities Research Association

Swales, J.M. & Feak, C.B. (2004). Academic Writing for Graduate Students (2nd ed.). Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 

Swetnam, D. (2000). Writing your Dissertation. How to Books.

White, B. (2000). Dissertation Skills. Thomson Learning

The resources from the module ‘Research Methods in Business’ should be used for the methodological underpinning of the dissertation.  

Specific resource content will depend on the research topic.


